
  

On the night of Thursday 20 November 1913 Basson's 

timber yard, at the northern end of Marlborough Road, 

suffered a dramatic fire in which over 1,000 tons of wood 

were destroyed. It was believed to be arson, and that the 

fire had been started by suffragettes, several of whom had 

arrived in Oxford from London that day. 

 

Since July 1912 militant suffragettes had been engaged in 

an arson campaign, and one of their first targets had been 

the Chancellor of the Exchequer David Lloyd George. 

When in opposition, Lloyd George had been a supporter of 

women's rights, but once in power he had done little to 

help the cause, and as a result many suffragists had left the 

Liberal Party. 

 

Lloyd George was due to arrive in Oxford the following 

Saturday to hear deputations from various pro-and anti-

suffrage groups and this, together with the fact that a large 

quantity of suffragette literature was found near to the site 

of the fire, led to speculation that it had been part of the 

suffragette’s arson campaign. 

 

A full report of the blaze (right), together with several 

pages of photographs (including that below), and an article 

on Lloyd George’s visit to Oxford, appeared in the Oxford 

Journal Illustrated, 26 November 1913 

 

For more information on the suffragettes in Oxford, see 

Katherine Bradley, Women on the March: A Suffrage 

Walk Around Oxford City Centre (1996). 
 

 
(Image courtesy of Jim Tallett) 

 


